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tchinson Lumber Company logging train headed by engine number l, The engine 

ter became FEATHER RIVER RAILWAY Number 1, but the line into the woods was ended 
F190, This is a rare view in that the engine usually backed out of the woods. 
Photo from collection of Daniel McKellips 
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Hutchinson Lumber Company log train headed by their engine number 2 - McKellips 


THE FEATHER RIVER RAILWAY 


The little-known California short line railway known as 
the Feather River Railway is part of the lumbering operations 


of the Feather River Pine Mills, inc., located some thirty 
iles east of Oroville, California, on the South Fork of the 
Feather River. 


The railroad was originally built by the Hutchinson 
lunber Company organized in 1923 to lumher some 31,000 acres 
of timber lands lying within tie Plumas National Forest 
about 30 miles east of Oroville, The company built a mill 
about 25 miles south of Oroville and a 21 mile logging line 
connecting with the Western Pacific at Bidwell Bar and thence 
up the South Fork of the Feather River, 


Logs were carried over the private line to the Western 
Pacific connection and hence to the mill south of Oroville, 
The company failed in 1927 and the properties were sold on 
April 22, 1927 on foreclosure of a morgage to a new corp- 
oration titled the Feather River Pine Mills, Inc» On 
October 6, 1927 the mill at Oroville was destroyed by fire 
ind the railroad, now 32 miles long, fell into disuse, 


5 In 1939 the project was revived and a new saw mill was 

‘built at Feather Falls, some 22 miles east of Oroville on 

the logging railroad. That portion of the railroad between 
"Bidwell Bar and Feather Falls became a common carrier under 
j he name Feather River Railway. The balance of the rail- 
@o)<\road continued as a logving line until 1950 when the company 
urned to trucks, The common carrier portion still remains 
‘to haul-out lumber and shares in the through rates as originat- 
ing Carrier, 
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Top to Bottom Feather River Pine Mills, Inc. engines 1, 2 and 3 respectively in 
1939, 
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Top: Feather River Pine Mills, Inc, engine number } May 5, 1939, 
Bottom: Feather River Railway nugber 5 at Cap One 7/10/43. 
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Lima 1921 #3169 
12x15-36-200-30350-165400 

Lima 1922 #3177 
144x15-36-200-40400-205600 

Lima 1923 #3221 
144x15-36-200-40400-204700 

Porter 1907 #3951 
15x20-40-170-16260-84000 
ex-Mammoth Copper Mining Co, #4 

Willamette 1923 #9 


All engines formerly Hutchinson Lumber Company and 
Feather River Pine Mills, Inc. with same numbers, 
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Top: Swayne Lumber Company No. 1 at Oroville June 17, 1939, 
Middle: Swayne Lumber Company No. 2 at Oroville, June 17, 1939. 
Bottom: Swayne Lumber Company No. 3 at Oroville. Richter Collection 
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Lumber Railroads of the Sierras 





SWAYNE LUMBER COMPANY 


The Swayne Lumber Company operated a mill at Oroville 
and a narrow gauge logging railroad from Oroville into the 
woods in the Merrimac forest between the Middle and the 
North Forks of the Feather River northeast of Oroville 
from 1917 to 1940, 


The narrow gauge railway was built by the Truckee 
Lumber Company which purchased the Merrimac forest around 
the turn of the century when its supply of timber around 
Truckee became exhausted, The citizens of Oroville furn- 
ished a site for a mill and the original plan was ta build 
a railroad from the timber along Frenchman's Creek to a 
point on the Western Pacific. After ,spending some $250,000 
om grading and excavation the plan was abandoned and a narrow 
gauge railroad was built all the way to Oroville using some 
of the railroad equipment from tne Truckee operations. The 
company organized a subsiduary known as the Butte & Plumas 
Railway to operate the railroad, 


In 1910 the Truckee Lumber Company built the first all- 
steel lumber mill on the Pacific Coast on the Oroville site, 
but after operating for a few months the mill closed down. 
It remained closed until 1917 when the mill and the Merrimac 
holdings were sold to the Swayne Lumber Company. 


The Swayne Lumber Company had been operating a large 
lumber mill at a point near Stanwood which burned in 1916, 
Swayne brought two of its own engines to the new combined 
roster, It is not known just when the trade was made 
wherein Butte & Plumas #4 was traded for West Side Lumber 
Company #1, but the former engine apparently never was in 
the current number series, No explaination is known for 
the omission of the two 0-6-0T's from the number series--- 
the "A" and "B" are strictly railfan identifications. 


The Swayne operations continued until 1940 when the 
mill and lumbering operations closed down, The cars and 
#6 went to West Side Lumber. Engine #3 was used on the 


| Work train that tore-up the line. Engines #1, #2 and #3 


went to Michigan-California Lumber, [Engines "A", "Bb", #4 
and #5 went to United Commercial Company, San Francisco 
for scrap. 
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Top: Swayne Lumber Company "A" out of service at Oroville 8/14/39, 
Bottom: Swayne Lumber Company "B" at San Francisco in 190, 


These two engines were the sole motive power of the 
Pacific Lumber & Wood Company which operated out of Truckee 
from 1898 to 1902. They became the first engines of the 
Truckee Lumber Company at Oroville, but apparently were 
never included in the numbering series of the Swayne Lumber 
company even though the "B" continued in active service as 
the mill switcher almost to the very end, For some reason 
the United Commercial Company brought them both to San 
Francisco in 1940 apparently hoping to sell them as useable 
railroad equipment. 
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SWAYNE LUMBER COMPANY 
Oroville Operations 1917-1940 


1 shay, 3-truck Lima 1917 #2926 
11x12-32-200-25830-120000 
built as Swayne Lumber #3 
sold to Michigan-Cal. Lbr. #1 
2 shay, 3-truck Lima 1920 #3078 
11x12-32-200-25830-120000 
sold to Michigan-Cal, Lbr. #3 
3 shay, 2-truck Lima 1910 #2369 
built as Truckee Lbr. #3 
(Butte & Plumas #37) 
sold to Michigan-Cal, Lbr. #4 
4.shay, 2-truck Lima 1911 #2458 
built as Swayne Lumber #2 
scrapped in 1940 
8x8-274-160-10300 
5‘heisler, 2 truck Heisler 1899 #1038 
15x12-36-160-1400-74000 
built as West Side Lumber #1 
traded for Butte & Plumas #4 
scrapped in 1940 
6 shay, 3 truck Lima 1927 #3302 
11x12-32-200-25830-133500 
sold to West Side Lbr. #12 
"A" 0-6-0 Tank Baldwin 1876 #4036 
12x16-42-130-7100-36000 
ex-Ruby Hill Railroad #2 
ex-Eureka & Palisade 
ex-Pacific Lumber & Wood #1 
(ex-Truckee Lumber Co, #1? 
(ex-Butte & Plumas #17); scrapped 1940 
"B" 0-6-0 Tank Baldwin 1892 #12015 
ex-Pacific Lumber & Wood \? 
(ex-Truckee Lumber Co, #2? 
(ex-Butte & Plumas #27) 
scrapped in 1940 
B&P #4 shay, 2 truck Lima 1911 #2465 
11x12-32-200-25900-105000 
traded to West Side Lumber Co. #7 
for West Side #1 which became Swayne #5 
Butte & Plumas #4 apparently never on 
Swayne roster. 





Rosters from Douglas S. Richter--items in brackets are 
the editor's guesses. 
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Top: Swayne Lumber Company No. 4 at Oroville in 1939, 
Middle: Swayne Lumber Company No. 5 at Oroville in 1935 by larry Harrison 
Bottom: Swayne Lumber Company No. 6 at Oroville 6/17/39. 
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Santa Fe Train Derailed 
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Arrow points to spot where S. F. Chief derailed 


A broken axle was blamed ten- 
tatively today for the ‘‘miracie”’ 
wreck of the Santa Fe’s trans- 
continental streamliner ‘San 
Francisco Chief’’ at Orwood Sid- 
ing, 10 miles east of Antioch in 
Contra Costa County, yesterday 
afternoon. 

Witnesses and passengers de- 
clared it miraculous the derail- 
ment produced no deaths or crit- 
ical injuries—though 22 persons 
were hurt. 

Sixteen of these were hospital- 
ized, and five remained under 
treatment overnight. The rest 
were treated at the scene. 


Semaphore Pierces Dome 

The accident occurred at 2:03 
p.m. as the sleek red-and-silver 
luxury train, placed in service 
last June, was heading east with 
Bl passengers. 

The derailment left nine of the 
Chief's 13 cars zig-zagged along 
the right-of-way. Several were 
leaning at ‘a crazy angle to the 
right of the tracks but none over- 
turned. 

One of the train’s ultra-modern 
observation domes was pierced 
by a semaphore signal, but most 
of the passengers in the car 
escaped with cuts and bruises or 
no injuries at all. 

The calm among passengers 
and crew members which fol- 
lowed the derailment was its 
outstanding characteristic. 

“From the looks of the train,” 
Said W. L. Shumway, of Stock- 
ton, a Santa Fe traveling pas- 
Senger agent, “‘you would have 
said many people were killed. 

Tracks Cleared 

By 10:30 o’clock last night, 
wrecking crews had cleared 
westbound tracks, across which 
some of the derailed cars pro- 
truded, to permit resumption of 
service by means of a switch- 
over. Until then, Santa Fe was 
using Southern Pacific tracks be- 
tween Oakland and Stockton. 

Uninjured passengers were 
transferred from the derailed 
Chief late yesterday to a relief 
train, a reserve “San Francisco 
Chief” dispatched from the Rich- 
mond yards of Santa Fe. 

Damage to the derailed train 
was estimated officially at $250,- 
000 to $300,000. 
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Walter R. Johnson, Santa Fe 
roadmaster, said an axle broke 
on the lead wheel of the third 
of four Diesel locomotive units 
on the Chief, which left Oakland 
yesterday at 12:25 p.m. He said 
the axle dragged for a mile and 
a half, then struck a switch, 
touching off the chain-reaction 
derailment. . 

Engineer Emil G. Kloehn, 66, 
of 6001 Sacramento-av, Rich- 
mond, said he saw members of a 
railroad section gang waving at 
him — they’d seen the trucks 
bearing the broken axle protrud- 
ing and were trying to signal a 
warning—but thought they were 
merely giving him a greeting. 

He realized, however, that 
“something was wrong” when 
the automatic emergency brakes 
went into action. 


GN Using New Line in Butte 


Great Northern trains in and out of 
Butte, Mont., are now using a new 
line located generally about one mile 
east of the original line. 

The new line was built as part of a 
general project to permit mining op- 
erations in the area traversed by the 
old line. It is 4.77 miles long. as com- 
pared to 3.61 miles for the old line, 
but has a maximum grade of 2.20% 
instead of 2.75%, and the maximum 
curvature is eight degrees as compared 
to 10. Total curvature reduction by the 
new line is 151 deg 48 min. 

Construction of the new line was 
started in July 1953. Grading, bridge 
and culvert work was undertaken by 
the Finlen & Sheridan Construction 
Co. and the Morrison-Knudsen Com- 
pany. Track laying and installation of 
communication facilities were handled 
by GN forces. 


Alaska.—Main-line track between 
Seward and Portage, 58.7 miles, is be- 
ing rehabilitated by Mannix Interna- 
tional, Inc., at a cost of $1,731,414. 
The work includes replacement of ex- 
isting 70-lb rail with new 115-lb rail 
on 255,000 track feet; installation of 
40 115-lb turnouts; replacement of 
300,000 track feet of ties, and place- 
ment of 63,000 new ties. A total of 
335,000 track feet of line will be raised 
and dressed. 


Spokane, Portland & Seattle.— 
A riprap quarry is being developed 
alongside the main line at Berrian, 
Wash., in connection with the relocated 
line behind McNary dam. The Morri- 
son Knudsen Company has the con- 
traet for epening the quarry. It has . 
been estimated that to strip the over- 
burden and to produce the first 15,000 
cu yd of rock will cost approximately 


$50,000. 


Western Pacific.—Company forces 
are replacing 19.92 miles of 100-Ib rail 
with 136-lb rail between Sano, Nev., 
and Phil. A 2-in. ballast raise is in- 
cluded in the project, which is costing 
about $886,000. 


The Union Pacifie has ordered 
from ACF Industries. Inc.. 200 70-ton. 
19,000-gal roller-bearing tank cars. to 
he built at Milton. Pa.: and from 
Pullman-Standard Car Manufacturing 
Company, 300 automobile cars and 200 
hox cars. All the cars to be built by 
Pullman will be of 50 tons capacity. 
and have an inside length of 50% ft. 
The box cars will have cushion-type 
underframes; and he fitted along each 
interior side wall with five horizontal 
belt rails into which cross bars can be 
inserted for bulkheading and compart- 
menting cargo. Delivery of the new 
cars is scheduled to begin late this 
year, and to be completed within a few 
months thereafter. Their total cost is 
estimated at $7.000.000. A UP inquiry 
for 500 50-ton box cars, 200 70-ton 
tank cars, and 300 50-ton tank cars 
was reported in Railway Age July 19. 


The Western Pacific has ordered 
40 special 50-ft box cars at a cost of 
more than $400,000. Thev will be built 
by the Pullman-Standard Car Manu- 
facturing Company with delivery sched- 
uled for the last quarter of this year. 
To be known as “CU+DF” cars, they 
will combine cushion underframe con- 
struction with Evans Products Com- 
pany “Damage Free” loading equip- 
ment and Nailable Steel flooring. 

The road’s directors have authorized 
purchase of 100 double-door 50-ft box 
cars at a cost of ahout $800,000. 


The Western Pacific has ordered 
100 double-door 50-ft box cars from 
the Pullman-Standard Car Manufac- 
turing Company at a cost exceeding 
$800,000. Board authorization to pur- 
chase these cars was reported in last 
week's Railway Age, page 13. Delivery 
is scheduled for the last quarter of 1954. 


The Union Pacific has ordered 
35 sleeping cars from the Pullman- 
Standard Car Manufacturing Company 
at a cost of $7 million. The order con- 
sists of three cars with five double bed- 
rooms, 2 compartments and two draw- 
ing rooms, twelve with six roomettes, 
four double-bedrooms and six sections, 
ten with eleven double bedrooms and 
ten “five double-bedroom club-section 
cars.” Deliveries are to begin next 
summer. 
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Santa Fe scrap notes for 1954 include the following: Sold to Max Schlossberg 
Co., Chicago: 806, 3231, 3749, 4007 and 4067, all but the 806 being from San Ber- 
nardino (806 from Bakersfield); the 4065 sold to Midvale Iron & Supply in Chicago, 
the 836 sold to El Paso Pipe & Supply at El Paso and the 9070 sold to Southern 
Rock and Asphalt Co, Daugherty, Okla. (for use?). Freight diesel unit 107 was 
dismantled at San Bernardino in March. Later notes are that Santa Fe donated 
1096 to the City of Blackwell, Oakla. It also sold the following engines to 
National Steel & Metal at Terminal Island: 3846, 3879, 3894, 3896, 3891, 3840, 38% 
3934, 3937. The last steam run on the Santa Fe on the coast was back on August 
29, 1953 when 3757 helped Train 4 over Cajon Pass. - Bill Garner 





HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD ENDS 

The last day of street car service on Hollywood Blvd line was Saturday, Sept- 
ember 25, 195 when Metro Coach replaced the cars with busses, The following day 
Bay Area Electric ran a PCC car over the line to "finally ring down the curtin on 
one of the greatest street car lines of all time" (Leflin). 


INTERURBANS OF UTAH 


Ira Swett has done another fine job on his new "Special 15" on the interurban 
lines of Utah. Ninty Six pages 8dx11 are needed to cover the Emigration Canyon 
Railroad, Bamberger Railroad, Salt Lake & Utah Railroad, Utah Idaho Central Rail- 
road and Salt lake, Garfield & Hestern. lots of photos, mapss, history and 
rosters aS well as car plans are all included. And the price is right---$2,00: 

INTERURBANS, 1416 South Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 6, Calif, 











Railroad News 


NEW PAINT JOB FOR COMMUTE CARS 

The Southern Pacific has instituteed a new grey with white striping paint job 
for its passenger cars in commute service much like the Lark and Overland paint 
jobs. The S.P. has announced plans to seek a fare increase down the Peninsulawith 
the usual mixed feelings. The Suntan ended September 5th after carrying some 
13,000 passengers this year---its most successful year since the war. 





CALIFORNIA WESTERN 
The Califronia Western's last steam engine, No. l}, 2-6-2T, has been out of ser- 


vice for some time and probably will never run again. The company is "interested" 
in another diesel, 


SANTA FE ACCEPTS ICC CONDITIONS ON DALLAS LINE 
The Santa Fe accepted the ICC condition on its new Dallas-cut-off and agreed 
to route the live through Denton as of September 16th, 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC WRECKS 
Paciric Electric freight motor 1631 had a cornfield meet with diesel SP 1323 
on the Long Beach-San Pedro line near Gaspur station on September 13, PE passeng 





car (in Metro service) collided with a Santa Fe diesel at Wilmington during Sept- 
ember. -- Younghans 
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Angry City Rallied 
To Defend Cables 





Support Stirred 
To Keep All Lines 


For months now, volunteer and 
professional workers have been 
punching doorbells, stopping 





Forward 
San 


ing folks around 
town in a de- 
termined effort 
to restore San 
Francisco's 
oo, Ge Ge 
their former status. 
Last week the -task of gather- 
ing signatures on a petition for 
an initiative measure to restore 
the cables to full scale service 
was completed. Petitions bearing 
75,670 names were turned in to 
Registrar Tom Toomey. His 
clerks found at least 57,169 valid 
signatures and certified the fact 
, to the Board of Supervisors. 
The supervisors then ordered 
the cable car initiative on the 
ballot for Nov. 2. 


Francisco 





Should the measure be ap- 
proved, there will be many an 
unhappy person in San Fran- 
cisco, among them certain sup- 
ervisors and members of the 
Public Utilities Commission. 
These folk term the measure an 
“all or nothing’ deal, and an 
imperfect solution to the cable 
car situation. They would never 
have been confronted by it had 
not the utilities commission, 
early this year, rode roughshod 
over cable car supporters, held 
a closed meeting and voted to 
amputate the cables. 

In June, concerned over public 
reaction to what they had done, 
city officials put a cable car 
measure on the ballot. A con- 
fused campaign followed which 
wound up with many people 
not knowing what they were vot- 
ing for. The outcome was a vote 
to curtail and consolidate cable 
car service, That’s when the 
cable car supporters, swamped 
with calls from people who com- 
plained they hadn’t understood 
the proposition, went to work to 
get the cable car question on 
the November ballot. 


Ross Challenged 
On Cable Figures 


Committee Member Says They Do 
More to Confuse Than to Clarify 


Frieda Klussmann, veteran champion of San Francisco’s cable 
ears, today challenged the “‘official statistics” of Controller Harry 
D. Ross which will be placed on the Nov. 2 ballot concerning Propo- 
sition J, the ‘‘Save-All-the-Cable-Cars”’ initiative. 

Mrs. Klussmann charged that Ross’ figures, which he is re- 


quired to give by law, are based 
on statistics and estimates sup- 
plied him by the hired experts 
of the Public Utilities Commis- 
sion. 

“We of the Save the Cable 
Cars Committee have success- 
fully refuted and exposed these 
figures as being unreliable and 
misleading time after time,” 
Mrs. Klussman declared. 

Statement Confuses 

Mrs. Klussman’s attack came 
after Ross estimated voter ap- 
proval of Proposition J would 
increase Muni operating costs 
$544,453 annually and add 4.4¢ to 
the tax rate. 

Supporters of the proposition 
said Ross’ statement does ‘‘more 
to confuse than to clarify,” since 
they include the cost of a bond 
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issue not part of the proposition. 
The controller's figures presup- 
pose the cost of servicing a bond 
issue to rehabilitate all the cable 
lines, while Proposition J does 
not entail such a bond. 

“The citizens’ committee,” 
Mrs. Klussman stated, “has al- 
ways believed the people are 
entitled to dependable and un- 
biased reports from paid or ap- 
pointed officials and that they 
should not be persuaded to give 
up a priceless city asset until 
these are forthcoming. 

Rails Good 

“Proposition J will restore the 
practical system which has 
functioned so well for San Fran- 
ciscans for so many years and 
whose entire losses for 1952-53 
were far less than the losses on 
only three bus lines. 
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THESE ROUTES are under study as... 


Santa Fe Considers 
Alternate Dallas Line 


The Santa Fe’s proposal to build a 
cut-off line into Dallas. Tex.. has been 
delayed by an ICC order requiring the 
line to be routed via Denton. Both 
versions of the new route are shown 
in the accompanying map. As a re- 
sult of the commission's action. officers 


of the Santa Fe plan to meet with 
representatives of the Katy and the 
Texas & Pacific to discuss problems of 
track connections and interchange at 
Denton. 

The original Santa Fe proposal called 
for construction of a 48.1-mile line 
between Sanger and a point near Rein- 
hardt and Garland. Via Denton. the 
line would be approximately 50.1 miles 
(Railway Age. August 16. page 10). 

The Santa Fe has served Dallas for 
nearly 70 years, but entrance into the 
city for freight traffic from the north 
has involved a c'rcuitous route through 
Fort Worth and Cleburne. The road 
has operated one passenger train a 
day between Fort Worth and Dallas. 
with other Dallas passengers being 
handled by bus between the two cities. 

Estimates filed with the ICC indi- 


cated the new line would cost approxi- 
mately $5.398,000. Based on 1952 traf- 
fic. the Santa Fe has estimated it 
would save about $306,000 a year. 


NP Piggyback Service 


Piggyback freight service between 
the Twin Cities and Fargo, N.D., was 
inaugurated by the Northern Pacific 
September 1. The service, which will 
be on a daily, overnight basis in both 
directions, also will include Moorhead, 
Minn., on the opposite bank. of the 
Red River of the North from Fargo. 

A number of 53-ft flat cars have 
been equipped with tie-down devices 
and guard rails at the NP’s Como 
shops. Each car will handle two 24ft 
trailers, and will operate in regularly 
scheduled freight trains. The trailers, 
which have been leased for the new 
service, have been painted in the new 
NP colors of two-tone green with white 
striping. 
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Supervisors Act 





Board Attacks Problem 
Of Downtown Traffic 


The Boarti of Supervisors be- 
gan moving in on the down- 
town traffic situation yesterday. 

At a long City Hall session, 
the board took action on a 
series of proposals stemming 
from the recent surge of .com- 
munity interest in the problem. 

The Supervisors also took the 
first step yesterday toward ap 
proval of one of the Parking 
and Transit Council's most 
urgent recommendations — the 
appropriation of $45,000 to study 
how the Municipal Railway can 


best be integrated into the over- | 


all plans of the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit Commission. 
Supervisor James Leo Halley! 
offered a resolution appropriat- 
ing the money, and the measure 
was referred to the, board's fi-| 
nance committee. } 


Ferry to Close | 
21-Yr. Career 


Yerba Buena Churns 
Toward Retirement 


The ferry boat Yerba Buena, 
which has plied the bay since 
1927, most recently carrying 
troops, is to be retire, the San 
Francisco Port of Embarkation 


announced today. 8/30/54 
Its varied career began, after 
its construction at the Moore 
shipyard, when it carried Key 
System commuters until the 
bridge was opened. Later it car- 
ried visitors to and from the 
Golden Gate International Expo- 
sition on Treasure Island. 
During World War II, it fer- 
ried shipyard workers to and 
from their jobs. Afterward, the 
Army took it over to carry in- 
bound and outbound troops from 


the Fort Mason piers to the sepa-- costs and plans on an overpass 


ration and reassignment center 
at Camp Stoneman. 

Since 1945, it has transported 
1,549,471 military passengers. 

Like many another victim of 
progress, the Yerba Buena no 
longer is the cheapest means of 
military transportation. With 
troop movements now being han- 
died at Oakland Army Base, 
buses are more economical, POB 
said. 

For a short time, the Yerba 
Buena was renamed the Ernie 
Pyle, but it resumed its original 
name 
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Another council recommenda- 
tion was speedily approved. This 
was a resolution, offered by Su- 
pervisor J. Eugene McAteer, 
asking the Mayor to confer with 
{Governor Goodwin J. Knight! 
and to seek the Governor's as-; 
\surance that the State will not) 
remove rails on the Bay Bridge 
even if the Key System is per-; 
mitted to abandon its trans-bay 
trains. 

The council wants the rails 
kept in case some other trans- 
bay shuttle system is worked 
,out involving rail transit. 
McAteer also presented a reso- 
jlution calling on the Mayor to 
jappoint a committee to confer! 
jwith East Bay leaders on the} 
|problems of rail transport | 





|across the Bay Bridge. This one 


was referred to the board's, 
joint committee on traffic and 


| transit. : 

Transit 
Supervisor Marvin Lewis pro- 
;posed last week to slash Muni 
ailway fares to 5c. He admit- 
ted this would put the railway 
deeper in the red, but said he as- 
sumed public transportation was | 
not designed to make money so| 
much as to give service. | 

A lower fare would attract 
more customers, ‘he said, influ- 
ence San Franciscans to leave 
their cars at home, help ease 
traffic congestion and lighten 
parking problems. 

Later in the week the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit Council released a 
progress report showihg rapid 
transit plans should be based on 
anticipated 1970 Bay Area popu- 
|lation of 4,775,000. Present fig- 
ure is about 2,500,000. The re- 
port showed 724,600 of the 836,200 
‘journeys through checking sta- 
tions on a typical weekday in the 
Bay Area are made by private 
| auto. 

SP Overpass 

Supervisors want some speed 
from the team working with 
Southern Pacific to apportion 





for railroad tracks at Fourth-st 
below Townsendst. 

The finance committee formal- 
ly directed Chief Administration 
Officer Thomas A. Brooks, City 
Atty. Dion Holm and Public 
Works Director Sherman Duckel 
to reopen negotiations with the 
S. P. towards submitting a con- 
tract ‘to the state PUC. The rail- 
road has offered to pay $1,800,000 
towards the overpass cost, Holm 
said, but wants to protect its right 
to oppose such a project before 








Bay Area Transit 
Survey Results 
Due In Dee. 


Results of a $600,000 engineer- 
ing and cost survey of bay area 
rapid transit problems will be- 
gin to appear by late December. 
But, it was indicated today, 
the material will not be ready 
in time to form the basis for 
legislative action in 1955. 

Engineers studying rapid 
transit possibilities for the Bay 
Area are weighing advantages of 
a tube crossing of the Bay 
against that of relping on existing 
train tracks on the bridge. 
They are studying means of 
vastly increasing speed over the 
present bridge tracks. 

They are also considering 
monorial, self-propelled light- 
weight single unit Budd cars, 
all types of rubber-tired ve- 
hicles, escalators, moving side- 








the PUC. 





walks and “car-veyors.” 


City Attorneys 
To Confer on 
Transit District 


Oakland City Attorney John 
W. Collier was directed by the 
City Council last night to con- 
fer with city attorneys of ma- 
jor East Bay cities to draft 
legislation setting up a transit 
district. 9/8 

The action was taken after 
State Senator Arthur H. Breed 
(Rep-Alameda) said the State 
Legislature could not help the 
East Bay area with its transit 
problems unless all the com- 
munities affected united in a 
common program. 

The move was interpreted 
as the first step in establish- 
ing the legal machinery neces- 
sary for the East Bay cities 
to meet their own mass tran- 
sit needs in case the Key Sys- 
tem should be struck again or 
should seek to abandon its 
franchise. 


Burns On Sidings,es 


A fire shortly before 5 AM 
today destroyed a private rail- 
road car on a siding in the 
Southern Pacific yards. 

Firemen said the car was 
under repair and defective elec- 
tric welding equipment may 
have caused the blaze. 

A further investigation will 
be made. The car, named tite 
eat was owned by the rail- 
road, 
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“QUEEN MARY” GETS DOLLED UP 


| (a “Queen Mary” is a proud mem- 
ber of Southern Pacific's expanding 
feet of fine diesel locomotives, not the 
temperamental and troublesome old girl 
se once was, thanks to a major re- 
building at Los Angeles General Shops. 

Officially known as SP 6017, the 
“Queen” is the oldest passenger unit in 
our diesel fleet, delivered as SF 1 in 
1938, assigned to the jointly-operated 
City of San Francisco. 

She ran 3,581,100 miles at the head of 
the Oakland-Chicago streamliner and 
other famed SP trains until late in 1953 
when LAGS forces started their 69 days’ 
work. 

Her two 12-cylinder 900 horsepower 
engines were the only pair of that model 
on the system, causing a parts procure- 
ment headache every time 6017 broke 
down, which was often during the last 
few years, when she was spare unit in 
the Golden State-Sunset Limited pool. 


From Ground Up 


The Shops stripped the long-nosed, 
porthole-windowed queen to her frame, 
cutting away sections of body supports 
and roof framing to allow for extensive 
diflerences in body design. 

The engine deck was redesigned, en- 
gine bed center sills reinforced and 
fraife sections cut away and modified to 
carry the additional weight of two 1000- 
hp 12-cylinder engines, their accompany- 
ing main generators and a new steam 
generator for car heating. Frame sec- 
tiong were changed to carry all pipes 
and conduits in the frame. 

The cab deck was revamped to allow 
installation of new brake equipment. 
Body sections were reinforced and top 
of car body cut to accommodate stand- 
ard radiator hatches. 

The long, imperious nose disappeared 
when the cab was moved forward. Un- 
like the auto fender-like stampings com- 


prising nose sections of the newer die- 
sels the queen was rebuilt to resemble, 
the new short nose on 6017 was formed 
and welded by hand, from templates and 
jigs made from profiles of the postwar 
diesels, 

The cab operating compartment was 
rearranged and fitted with new control 
system. Trucks and traction motors 
were modified to latest specifications. 

When the newly-painted “Queen 
Mary” rolled eastward at the head of the 
Golden State on her first post-shopping 
assignment the Shops office windows, 
stairways and fence tops facing the Los 
Angeles Division main line right of way 
were outlined with cheering workers. 


Workmanship Praised 

J. W. Corbett, vice president in 
charge of operations, cheered too, when 
he saw her, telling shopmen at a recent 
safety meeting: “I had an opportunity 
to go through the ‘Queen Mary’ at 
Taylor Yard. There were some who 
doubted it could be done here at Los 
Angeles, but it was done, and an out- 
standing job, too. The excellence of 
your workmanship in every respect can 
and should give you the very greatest 
personal satisfaction.” 

Rolling up an estimated 165,000 miles 
of trouble-free service since emerging 
from the Shops, 6017 is still the “Queen 
Mary” to Southern Pacific railroaders, a 
title of affection and respect for the 
“newest” member of our diesel family. 


Through Pullman service between 
Los Angeles and Washington, D.C., via 
SP’s Sunset Limited streamliner, was 
inaugurated August 28. The Washington 
car will leave Los Angeles each eve- 
ning and will depart from New Orleans 
two evenings later over connecting lines 
for the Nation's capital. 


Operation of Speedway yard, Ogden, Utah, began Sep- 
tember 1. This new $4-million facility will enable the 
SP and the UP to move freight trains through the Ogden 
gateway with greater dispatch. As part of the project, 
Pacific Fruit Express has completely mechanized its 
icing facilities; besides increasing icing capacity by 220 
cars it now can ice full length unbroken trains. 


Telescopic eyes for the big YM are receiving another 
test. The Southern Pacific is experimenting, in the yard- 
master’s tower at Taylor yard in Los Angeles, with two 
television receivers which pipe in (by wire transmis- 
sion) views of activity at the north and south throats 
of the trackage. RCA is working on the installation. 


The Ogden Gateway case has been delayed again at the 
request of the federal court to which it has been ap- 
pealed. The ICC postponed from October 1 to Decem- 
ber 1 the effective date of its decision. 
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Mexican Road 
Gets Revamp Loan 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development (the “World 
Bank”) has made a loan of $61 million 
to the Pacific Railroad of Mexico for 
equipment needed for an extensive re- 
habilitation and modernization pro- 
gram. 19+ en ire pregram is expected 
to cost about $80 million and will take 
four years to complete. 

The loan of $61 million will pay for 
the 64 diesel-electric locomotives (33 
“all-purpose” units and 31 “light- 
service” units); 684 freight cars; four 
million ties; 170,000 short tons of rail 
to relay about 1,000 miles of track; 
other track material; and communica- 
tions and shop equipment. 

Management Changes—In addi- 
tion to the rehabilitation of its physical 
facilities, important changes are also 
being made in Pacific’s administration. 
The composition of the board of di- 
rectors has been altered to include 
more representatives of agriculture, 
industry and banking from the area 
served, The seat of the board has been 
moved from Mexico City to Guadala- 
jara, and a general overhaul of ad- 
ministrative and operating practices is 
being carried out. 

The rehabilitation program is based 
on a survey made by Coverdale & 
Colpitts, consulting engineers, of New 
York, and that firm has been retained 
to assist in the execution of the pro- 
gram. 

The railroad, built early in this 
century, was owned by the Southern 
Pacific until 1951, when it was sold to 
the Mexican government. It serves the 
northwest coast of Mexico, running 
some 1,200 miles from Nogales on the 
Arizona-Mexico border to Guadala- 
jara, where it connects with the 
National of Mexico’s line to Mexico 
City. 

The $61 million loan, which is guar- 
anteed by the government of Mexico, 
is for a term of 15 years and bears in- 
terest of 454%, including the statu- 
tory 1% commission charged by the 
International Bank. Two New York 
banks are participating in the loan, 
without the International Bank’s guar- 
antee, to the extent of $2,420,000. They 
are the Bank of the Manhattan Com- 
pany and the Chemical Bank & Trust 
Co. Amortization of the loan will be- 
gin in June 1959, 


NP Buys Land in Spokane 


The Northern Pacific has purchased 
73 acres of land about 1% miles east 
of the city limits of Spokane, Wash. 
Located adjacent to the NP’s main 
line, the land will be used for indus- 
trial development. The company plans 
to provide tracks, roads and a water 
system as soon as industries locate on 
the tract. 

The cost of the land was set at 
“slightly in excess of $100,000” by 
J. E. Thames, general manager of in- 
dustrial properties. 
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Here are some of the most important 
changes effective 12:01 AM Sept. 26 
Our Golden State relaxes its tight 
schedule. Eastbound, it 
Angeles same 


leaves Los 


time as 


now, but arrives Chi 
5 min 
AM) 


3 casts 


hour 
later (11 
Westbound, No 
off from Chicago 1:20 
PM instead of 2:15 PM 
55 minutes earlier) 
2:50 PM 


cago one 


ules 


leaves El Paso 
leaves Tucson 9 PM, arrives 
Angeles 7:30 AM 
hefore 


same time as 

Our Imperial also takes it a little 
easier. Westbound it arrives Los An 
geles 2 hours 40 minutes later than 
before; eastbound, it leaves Los An- 
geles one hour 15 minutes earlier 

Gold Coast adds %4, hour to its west 
bound schedule. but cuts one 


from eastbound running time 


hour 


Passenger No. 26 gets redesignated 
as No leaving San Francisco 11 
AM, arriving Sacramento 1:40 PM, 
towing the Oakland-Sacramento mail 
car formerly handled by No. 28 

We're snipping 10 minutes off the 
southbound West Coast run; it will 
leave Sacramento 8:30 PM (45 minutes 
later), and arrive Los Angeles 8:15 AM 
35 minutes later) 


And our “pocket streamliner”, Train 
9, will leave Sacramento and arrive 


29 


San Francisco 30 minutes later 


1500 Box Cars To Be 
Added To Our Fleet 


UTHORITY to add 1500 large size 
+X box cars to our growing fleet was 
given last month, the cars to be built 
in our own shops. 

The announcement came just as the 
first box cars on a previous order for 
1250 were starting to roll off our shop 
assembly line. Addition of these 2750 
cars now authorized or under construc- 
tion will raise to 25,400 the number of 
new box cars acquired by SP since the 
end of World War II, and will bring 
the total number of all types of new 
freight cars to almost 43,000. 





Jammed Bridge 
Stalls Train, 
Auto Traffic 


Stecial to The Chronicle 
SACRAMENTO, Aug. 21— 
Trains and other vehicles were 
delayed and three employees 
were stranded today when & 
Southern Pacific turnstile 
bridge spanning the Sacra- 
mento river jammed open. 
The railroad made plans to 
reroute its Overland Limited, 
both east and westbound, 
through Tracy, and traffic was 
rerouted over Highway 40. 





PFE Orders 200 New 
Mechanical “‘Reefers”’ 


(5 ONSTRUCTION of another 200 me- 

A chanically operated “super-giant” 
refrigerator cars has been started at 
Pacific Fruit Express Company shops in 
Roseville, putting on wheels a type of 
refrigeration equal to the finest com- 
mercial, automatic freezers. 

The new refrigerator cars will raise 
the PFE’s total of such cars to 337, and 
its total refrigerator fleet to about 39,000. 
The super-giant cars, longer than con- 
ventional ice refrigerated cars and with 
insulation 50 per cent thicker, are de- 
signed specifically to transport frozen 
foods. 

Work on the 200 new cars will com- 
mence about September 1, so as to 
maintain activity at the Roseville shops 
in what ordinarily would be the shops’ 
slack season. 


Purchase of a big independent motor trucking com- 
pany is reported to be in the offing for the Southern 


Pacific. Pacific Motor Trucking Company, which now 


operates more than 12.3 


thousand route-miles (com- 


pared with its parent railroad’s 12.4 thousand route- 
miles of rail line) is said to be negotiating for purchase 
of Pacific Freight Lines, of Los Angeles. PFL operates 
1,391 units of equipment and has annual revenues of 
about $12 million. It has routes from Tucson, Ariz.. to 


the San Francisco Bay area and Sacramento. 
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SIX MORE DOME CARS 
FOR THE SP 


The Southern Pacific management 
is so pleased with public reaction to 
its first bilevel deme lounge car (Rail. 
way Age, August 16, page 26), that 
it is going to build six more cars of 
this design in company shops at Sacra- 
mento, Cal. This decision constitutes 
an enlargement of earlier plans for 
two more cars. 

Delivery is scheduled for comple. 
tion by March, 1955. So far schedules 
to which the cars will be assigned 
have not been determined, but the 
“Shasta Daylights,” “Golden State” 
and “City of San Francisco” are 
among the trains being considered, 

The SP distributed more than — 





que to Pp 

visitors aboard the pilot car since it 
went into test runs all over the SP 
system beginning late in July. Out of 
this total, 1,964 persons indicated they 
liked the car, 16 said they didn’t, and 
28 ventured no opinion. When asked 
to compare the car with dome equip- 
ment now in service on other roads, 
some 700 indicated preference for the 
SP car, 191 considered it “about the 
same” and 35 said they preferred 
other dome car designs. 

Clearance Problem.—The basic dif- 
ference between the SP car and other 
dome designs is that part of the space 
under the glass roof is at conventional 
floor height and part is raised to ap- 
proximately the same height as other 
dome car equipment. There is a net 
saving, however, of about six inches 
in maximum vertical clearance since 
the car is not of “two-story” construc- 
tion. Tight clearances at several points 
preclude unrestricted use of conven- 
tional dome cars throughout the SP 
system, and the bi-level design meets 
that problem. 





Southern Pacific.—The SP will 

close its present San Francisco city 
ticket office at 65 Geary street as soon 
as it is able to complete, about mid- 
September, a new phcne-and-lounge 
type office in its genezal office building 
at 95 Market street. The company’s 
first phone-and-lounge office, placed in 
service at Los Angeles in 1952, was 
fully described in Railway Age, De 
cember 15, 1952. 
- The system there explained puts 
every customer first in line.” “It has 
proved so satisfactory,” said Claude 
E. Peterson, SP vice-president in charge 
of system passenger traffic, “that we 
are inaugurating it as a permanent 
arrangement in San Francisco.” 


_El Paso & Southwestern.—Acqui- 
sition—This road, a Southern Pacific 
subsidiary, has requested authority from 
the ICC to purchase for $100,000 all 
the capital stock of the El Paso South- 
ern, which owns 0.4 miles of track 
from El Paso to the Mexican border 
and two miles of yard and other track. 
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